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Issue 33 Winter/Spring 2020 

The Magazine of the Wirral Environmental Network 

Wirral Environmental Network 

Working to advance the education of the public about the environment and its protection 

        Patrons: Pat Sykes (MBE), John Guilleband, Tina Fox, Jonathon Porritt,  

Charles Secrett, Dr Joanna Sharples. 

 Registered address: Wirral Environmental Centre, Sandon Building, 

                  Falkland Road, Wallasey CH44 8ER 

Tel: 0151 639 2121  email: wen@la21.net Website: www.wirralenvironmentalnetwork.org.uk 

 Facebook: Wirral Environmental Network 

Registered Charity No. 1068306  Co. Ltd. by Guarantee no. 3462312 

We do not inherit the world from our parents. We borrow it from our grandchildren. 

  
   A collage of photos from the Wirral Environmental Network Pre–Christmas Fair Event in November 2019                           
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Giving fabulous furniture a second chance—why not join us? 

 • Collect pre loved furniture                                                           

• Clean, store, restore, upcycle, reuse 

• Furnish homes for individuals and families 

in need 

 
Wirral Environmental Network received a grant from Merseyside Recycling and Waste Community Fund to 

run a furniture reuse project.  

 

• Sell on items via Urban Vintage in Birkenhead 

• Upcycling workshops 

• Volunteers keeping active and having fun 

• Weekly use of a van 

Why not join us? …….. It’s good fun and rewarding 

To meet demand, we are particularly looking for upcyclers (or anyone who wants to learn), someone to 

help tenants select items drivers and furniture movers. 
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Update from our neighbours—Energy Projects Plus 
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Out and about with Wirral Environmental Network 

 

At  Ilford Avenue Allotments we have always felt 

saddened when plot holders have to give up 

their plots due to age, ill health, disability or 

infirmity. Quite often these plot holders have 

had and enjoyed their plot for many years too. 

For the past few years we have been trying to 

devise a way for us to be able to offer an alter-

native for these plot holders to leaving the site 

completely. 

Then along came Carol Seery and her very will-

ing and competent group of volunteers who 

offered to build two raised beds on Ilford Ave 

site for anyone unable to continue to work their 

own plot. 

Materials were provided as well as labour and 

we are delighted with the two new plots which 

will be taken up very soon. This is just the begin-

ning of a new phase at Ilford. 

Many thanks to Carol and her willing workers. 

Ian McCarron (Site Secretary) 

Tidy up at Claughton 

There was a fantastic turnout considering it was such an awful rainy and blustery 

day.  

There were 6 WEN volunteers plus Carol and Kenny, around 8 people from Phoenix 

House, some local residents and Jill a Councilor from New Brighton who worked 

really hard to empty, plant and tidy up 18 baskets and barrels. 

Huge thanks go to everyone who turned up and especially to those from Phoenix 

House who were working with us for the first time. We sincerely hope that they will 

work with us again and hopefully the weather will be better next time! 

Ilford Avenue Allotments 
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Classes and Events 2019 

Working with willow 

The working with willow workshops run by Carol 

Seery in the lead up to Christmas have proved to 

be very popular indeed and will, hopefully, be         

continued into the new year. 

If you want to find out about any of the future 
workshops please contact Carol by email at   

 carol.seery1@btinternet.com  

                          or by phone on 07932 355742   

Pre Christmas Fair November 2019 



 6 

 

Wirral Year of the Environment 2019 

 

 

 

 

Year of the Environment 2019 

And a year of green action  

 

Air quality * Climate change and resilience 

Green spaces, habitat and biodiversity 

Connecting and engaging communities with 
nature 

Health and well-being * Sustainable energy 

Reduce waste * Water 
 

Find out what is going on * Contact us to get 
involved 

Share what you and your groups are doing 

www.wirralenvironmentalnetwork.org.uk 

wen@la21.net 

Cleaner, Greener, Well, Together 

  

Wirral Environmental Network 
       Environmental education charity 

There are over 150 businesses and 
community organisations listed on Wir-
ral Environmental Network’s ‘Big Green 
List’ (see opposite page). 

120 plus eco schools   

60 plus plastic free champions  50 refill 
points 

27 parks and green spaces awarded 
Green Flags 

12 registered eco churches 

Merseyside’s largest eco festival 

Region’s first zero waste store. 

Upturn in individual environmental 
action, including actions such as litter 

picking, tree planting, veg growing, 
cycling and going meat free. 

Over 200 written pledges 

Green neighbourhoods: 

West Kirby Transition Towns, Incredible 
Edibles Hoylake, Sustainable Seacombe 
and Planet Heswall which has recently 

registered as part of the  ‘Transition 
Network’ 

Awarded Plastic Free Community Status 
by Surfers Against Sewage 

The future is bright—with the activity 
from individuals, businesses, schools 

and community groups, Wirral is mov-
ing towards a greener and more sus-

tainable community 

 

Annual survey Jan 2019 – key themes from respond-
ents – reducing waste, protecting green spaces, 

communications 

Public crisp packet collection point for  

Terracycle.  

Recycled 39 kg of crisp packets, saving nearly 10,000 
packets from the waste stream 

Wirral Refill point. Putting our ‘Tap on the Map’  

Furniture Reuse Project. Rehomed over 5 tonnes of 
furniture, helping families and  

community organisations 

RHS outstanding level 5 for community gardening 
with projects all across the Wirral 

New gardening courses, workshops & demos 
 

Neighbourhood events: 

Ness Gardens - Sustainable Seacombe - Planet 
Heswall 

Birkenhead Seed Swap- Leverhulme Summer Cycle 

Northwest Tree Forum - Harrison Park Open Day 

Science under the Stars - Wirral Earthfest  

Wirral Food and Drink Festival  

WEN Spring Fayre, Summer Garden Party & Pre-
Christmas Fayre 

 

Wirral Environmental Network is getting busier than ever. 

Come and join any of our groups to learn new skills, make new friends, share your passion for 

the environment 

Mondays – Craft Group – bring your own ideas or get involved in current projects. From 

reusable bags made from off-cuts of materials donated by a haberdashery to willow 

weaving 

Wednesdays – Falkland Road Organic Gardeners – help in our community garden at Falk-

land Road 

Wednesdays, Thursdays, Fridays – Gardening Courses – 10 week courses at a level to suit 

you 

Mondays – Furniture reuse – collection, delivery and small repairs – join a fun team as we 

collect items and pass on to those who help individuals and families in need 

All week – Furniture reuse – support in the upcycling shop in Birkenhead 

Events team – help at stands and stalls at events across the Wirral, promoting and encour-

aging environmental activity and highlighting all the wonderful work local groups do. 

Want to help, but stay office based? We need people to answer the phones, do light computer 

work, help with promoting environmental activities online. 

Contact wen@la21.net for more information on any of the above.  

mailto:wen@la21.net
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 160 Wirral Groups, Businesses and Organisations  

 

Support your local environment 

& your local green economy 

Contact wen@la21.net if you 

want your group, business or         

organisation to be on it. 

The Big Green List 

Councilors have voted to begin an eight-week public consultation on 27 January 2020 about Wirral’s Local Plan. 

The local plan covers buildings, transport, community assets, green spaces and much more. 

The Local Plan is based on the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) which states that “The planning system 

should support the transition to a low carbon future in a changing climate, taking full account of flood risk and 

coastal change. It should help to: shape places in ways that contribute to radical reductions in greenhouse gas 

emissions, minimize vulnerability and improve resilience; encourage the reuse of existing resources, including the 

conversion of existing buildings and support renewable and low carbon energy and associated infrastruc-

ture” (NPPF, para 148)  

Wirral Environmental Network’s vision for Wirral is : 

A sustainable, resilient, low carbon borough. A borough that is a greener, cleaner, healthier place to be that pro-

tects and connects our green and coastal environments. A borough that becomes zero carbon by 2041 with energy 

efficient buildings, clean, accessible transport, clean energy and a focus on a local circular economy supporting local 

employment.   

We want Wirral to strive to be the Greenest Borough in the UK.  

We encourage everyone to have your say in plans for the future of our borough, towns, villages and neighbour-

hoods.  

https://www.wirral.gov.uk/planning-and-building/local-plans-and-planning-policy 
The consultation begins on Monday 27 January 2020 and runs for eight weeks. All comments must be received by 

5pm Monday 23 March 2020. 

Wirral’s Local Plan – Consultation is Starting 

wirralenvironmentalnetwork.org.uk/get-involved/wirral-organisations 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Support our charity by becoming a member 

WEN is an educational charity with 25 years experience of working with schools and community groups.  

Our aims are to educate the public about living sustainable and healthy lifestyles. 

We achieve this through running courses on growing your own food, public discussions, organised events, working in 

schools to support teachers and working with community groups and organisations in growing and recycling. 

Our work is supported by a large number of volunteers committed to the charity ideals. 

Costs per annum:                  INDIVIDUALS £6 (unwaged)  £8 (waged)      FAMILY GROUP  £12 

                                                  COMMUNITY GROUPS £10                              BUSINESSES £20 

Contact Naomi Graham or Pam McCarron (Membership Secretary) on 639 2121 

Email: pam.mccarron@la21.net for a membership form 

Wirral Environmental Network  publish this newsletter as a community information tool. Please note that the 

views expressed may not be those of Wirral Environmental Network, its trustees, staff or volunteers. 

….. and finally 

Britons emit more CO2 in two weeks than some Africans do in a year 
 

The average person in the UK will have a greater carbon footprint by 12 January than some people in seven African 
nations will have in a year, research shows.  
By this month’s second week, a British citizen will have overtaken a single person’s annual emissions in Mala-
wi, Ethiopia, Uganda, Madagascar, Guinea and Burkina Faso, according to Oxfam. 
It takes someone in the UK just five days to emit the same amount of carbon as someone in Rwanda does across a 
whole year, data extracted from Global Carbon Atlas shows. 
The UK ranked 36th in the world for its CO2 emissions from consumption spread across its population, totaling  8.34 
tonnes per person in 2017 (the last year when such data for the UK was available). The global average for that year 
was 4.7 tonnes of CO2 per person. 
 
Danny Sriskandarajah, the chief executive of Oxfam GB, said: “The sheer scale of global inequality when it comes 

to carbon emissions is staggering It’s a shock to realise that in just a few days our high-carbon lifestyles here in the 

UK produces the same emissions as the annual footprint of people in some poor countries.” 

However, he said it was "encouraging" that many Britons were taking steps to reduce their carbon footprints.  

Renewables beat fossil fuels on 137 days in 
greenest year for UK energy 
 

Energy produced by the UK’s renewable sector outpaced 
fossil fuel plants on a record 137 days in 2019 to help the 
country’s energy system record its greenest year. 
The report by the Carbon Brief website found that renew-
able energy – from wind, solar, hydro and biomass pro-
jects – grew by 9% last year and was the UK’s largest elec-
tricity source in March, August, September and Decem-
ber. 
The rise of renewables helped drive generation from coal 

and gas plants down by 6% from the year before, and 

50% lower from the start of the decade. Meanwhile, the 

number of coal-free days has accelerated from the first 

24-hour period in 2017 to 21 days in 2018 and 83 days 

last year. 

TRUSTEES 

Wirral Environmental Net-

work would like to extend a 

very warm welcome to our 

new Trustees: 

   Pete Stephens 

   Katrina Chapman  

Nick Drew 
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